
Placeworks is an arts outreach  
program that promotes learning 
through visual arts explorations. 
The program is interdisciplinary in 
nature, meaning that work in the 
visual arts explicitly supports learn-
ing in another curricular area—
language arts, social studies,  
science or math. Placeworks offers 
a menu of program options, which 
may be adapted to suit the needs 
of the participating school. A  
professional teaching artist and all 
project materials are provided at 
no cost to the school. 

What Is 
Placeworks? 

Explore. Learn. Create. 

An Arts Initiative of 
the Rural Schools 

Partnership 

When students observe, discuss or 
create artworks, they engage in the 
kind of critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving skills that are  
necessary for success in the 21st 
Century. Placeworks supports the 
development and communication 
of ideas by cultivating student crea-
tivity, teaching visual arts concepts, 
and helping students make connec-
tions to the world around them. 
Best of all, it’s fun for students and 
teachers! 

Benefits 

Funding Provided by: 

The  
Ed and Virginia 

Heer Family  
Foundation Fund 

Kate Baird is a visual artist in Springfield, Mo.  
She has worked as a teaching artist at the 
Guggenheim Museum, the Kentler Interna-
tional Drawing Space and the Rubin Museum 
of Art in New York, as well as in and around 
Springfield. She received an MFA from the 
University of Chicago in 2005. 

To learn more, contact: 
Placeworks coordinator  
Kate Baird at (417) 839-3619, 
or Julie Leeth, CFO,  
(417) 864-6199. 

 




